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    This giant buck was taken 
with a bow in one of the bow only 
counties. I have not been able to 
trace down his name yet.  Some-
one email me if they know.  
  There are numerous great buck 
photos this month.  If you have 
harvested a large buck or other 
game animal,  mail or email in 
your picture.  Form is on page 
13.  It will take a while to use all 
the photos I have received.
Photo courtesy of Uncle Tom's in 
Oceana.

Cover Photo

Attention Bass Fishermen!
Get Your Name On Our
Mail-List For Upcoming

Bass Tournaments For 2013

Name__________________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________

City___________________________________________ ST______

Zip_________________ email______________________________

Fill Out The Form Below
To Be Placed On The Mail List

Clip & Mail To:
Bass Sportsman
P.O. Box 5521
Vienna, WV

26105

    email:
    wvsport@wirefire.com
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Promote Your Business Statewide
 Advertise Special Sales and Events

Reach Thousands of Potential Customers

ALSO ON THE 
INTERNET

In Business
22 YEARS



                                                       72 timber rich acres of beautiful land located outside of Beech Fork State
                                                       Park in southern Cabell County, West Virginia. There’s plenty of room for
                                                       a log home or a camp full of log cabins.
                                                       Lots of game and good fishing in a pond stocked 12 years ago.
                                                       Price includes a furnished 2005 Clayton single wide and a two story barn
     The tree stands are in place on this combination hilly/level land waiting for a sportsman, 
                           an investor or  someone who just wants that cabin in the woods
   Don’t miss another season, call today for an appointment to see this game rich property. 

                              $150,000 buys it all!
      David Roof, McGuire Realty Company at 724.678.1813 or 304.529.6033

MOUNTAINEER TACKLE

 Specializing In Bass
               Catching Equipment

Zoom - Berkley - Bandit
Mad Man - Suddeth - Senko

LIVE BAIT

   5010 Emerson Av.
      PARKERSBURG, WV

      304-422-6990

Large Selection Of
Musky Tackle & Rods

9AM to 6PM Mon to Saturday

Closeouts On
1999 Models

Archery • Hunting Supplies
• Large Selection Of Musky
  and Catfish Baits
• Cold Beer • Ice • Snacks
• Hunting Supplies • Ammo

Bait and
Carry OutJARRETT 'SJARRETT 'S

LIVE BAIT
Corner of Rt. 5 & 53
Elizabeth, WV
304-275-3574
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BOWTECH
DIAMOND
PARKER

BOW-LISTIC
ARCHERY SHOP

www.bow-listicarchery.com

COMPLETE BOW SERVICE
BOW & HUNTING ACCESSORIES

YOUTH BOWS•CUSTOM ARROWS
15105 MacCorkle Av. SE

CHELYAN, WV
304-595-2699
Mon Tue Thu Fri 11 - 8

Wed 11 - 5
Sat. 9AM to 2PM

     BOOKING WILD
       BOAR HUNTS
 
Game Checking Station

BARNETT
PARKER

CROSSBOWS

Ritchie County Bear War

HUNTING LAND
  100 Acres
         Taylor County
       $80,000

Trout Stream • Road Frontage
304-457-1869

                                                                                                                     
                                                                 

Francis M. McGuire, Broker

Aarron Plumley used a bow for this 
great  buck.  Photo courtesy of Uncle 
Tom’s in Oceanna.

HUNTING PROPERTY FOR SALE

This hunter shot a large buck.  Photo 
courtesy of Mr. Clean in Glenville. continue to the next page

Aaaooooh.....aaaaoooh....aaoooh..
aaaaoooh..........summoning one last 
adrenalin rush, the big bear raised 
his head towards the darkening 
sky.  AAAOOOOOHH..............
was he making one last roar for the 
animals in the forest?  His body 

By Mark Goudy
Publisher W. Va. Sportsman

went to the ground.  The woods 
were now silent.
   My life as a hunter was somehow 
changed now.  I had been on the 
most thrilling hunt ever.  Yes.........
I AM A BEAR HUNTER.
   Over the years, the WV DNR has 
relocated numerous bears around 
the state.  Their population num-
bers have grown to over 12,000 at 
least.  Around the state, bears are 
seen on a regular basis.  There is 
now a bear/gun late season in 55 
counties.  Since some have restric-
tions, check on the hunting regula-
tions booklet.
   The season dates are Dec. 3 to 
Dec. 31.  Bear populations will 
vary by county.  Many counties al-
low dog hunting in all or parts of 
their respective counties.  Baiting 
is illegal;  however a DNR spokes-
person in Charleston did say that 
scents were legal.
   I have talked with numerous bear 



Winter 2012 ~ Page 5

West Virginia
Guns & Pawn

YOUR TACTICAL WEAPONS HEADQUARTERS!
Lots Of New Long Guns, Pistols, Ammo & Accessories In Stock

Large Knife Selection
Sog • Kershaw • Gerber

• AR-15 • AK47 • Mini-14 • Tactical Shotguns
We Have Bulk Ammo

• 7.62x39mm • .223 • 9mm • 40 S&W • .45 ACP

304-514-2113    120 Academy Dr.    RIPLEY, WV

Open: Tues-Sat 10am to 6pm
 Old Heck’s Plaza • On The Rd. To Walmart

Jeff Lacorte shot a 9 point buck  
Photo courtesy of Old&New Sports in Ra-
venswood.

Now Buying GOLD
Slide Fire Stocks
For AR’s & AK’s

30 TARGET 3-D ARCHERY RANGE

NEW G-5 Prime Bows
QUEST BOWS - From G5

PARKER     G5
EASTON • CARBON EXPRESS ARROWS

Parker & Excaliber Crossbows
Archery Supplies - Pro Shop

1.8 Miles From I-77 - Rt. 31/Airport Road
WILLIAMSTOWN, WV   304-375-2434www.crookedcreekarchery.com

Open 7 Days A Week

Mike Leach used a bow for this 9 
point buck  Photo courtesy of Crooked 
Creek Archery in Williamstown.

TAXIDERMY

304-373-7815              304-532-7857

Sandyville, West Virginia

continue to the next page

hunters and have researched on the 
internet.  I knew that there was at 
least one bear on my 37 acres in 
Ritchie County.  My great grand-
father raised his family there dat-
ing back to the early 1900’s.  I saw 
a paw print in the second week of 
deer season and had one on my trail 
camera.  The odds of running into 
one in the forest was still slim.
   Muzzleloader season also started 
on Dec. 3rd.  I had called the DNR 
in Charleston to see if you could 
carry a muzzleloader for deer and 
a rifle for bear hunting at the same 
time.  I was concerned that if I did 
see a bear, that I would feel more 
confidant with the opportunity to 
have multiple shots available.  I 
was told that it was permissible.  
   I found out by frequenting the 
numerous stores in my magazine 
that many of the sport shops were 
unaware that there was a bear gun 

season.  I guess they don’t read the 
regulations thoroughly.  I asked if 
the DNR agents passed along ver-
bal information on seasons.  Appar 
ently, they do not.  I’m sure many 
hunters had not been aware of the 
new season as well.
   I went out on the 1st day of the 
combined season and drove the 2 
miles out the gravel road in Ritchie 
County to hunt on Monday morn-
ing.  Strangely, I did not see any 
other vehicles.  Either there was 
little interest in muzzleloader and 
bear hunting, or the hunters still 
thought it was doe season that 
week like it had been in the past 
few years.  I did not see either spe-
cies that day.
   On Wednesday I did not get to the 
woods until 2p.m..  I hunted nearer 
to the gravel road where I had seen 
more deer and the bear on my cam-
eras in that area.  Around 4 p.m. 
I decided to go to the back of my 

property to move my other ground 
blind closer to the road.  I left my 
backpack and muzzleloader at the 
1st ground blind.
   The ground was still wet from a 
rain and it was fairly windy.  It was 



Winter 2012 ~ Page 6

J & R SPORTING
GOODS & PAWN

CUSTOM ARROWS
 $75 Doz.  Gold Tip Carbon 
$68 Doz.  XX75Aluminum 

One Block Off Main Street

34 Rebecca Street
SHINNSTON,WV

304-592-1302
HUNTING - FISHING - ARCHERY

BIG BUCK CONTEST

~ LOOKING FOR VENDORS!! ~

CONTACT: wvasport@gmail.com     304-482-7217
Conducted by the W. Va. Sportsman Magazine

W. Va.

Summersville Arena   March 23 & 24, 2013

Mark Goudy’s nice black bear
weighed 270 pounds (Full).

easy to stalk through the woods 
without making much sound.  I 
had my Browning A Bolt Medal-
lion with me.  It was loaded with 
30-06 180 grain shells.  I arrived at 
the ground blind at the back of my 
property.
   I happened to look to my left and I 
noticed a big black object.  It looked 
like a big black circle.  I raised my 
scoped rifle up still at 3 power.  I 
saw that it was a black bear!  I had 
pretty much of a broad size angle.  
Wasting no time, I placed the cross 
hairs behind the left front shoul-
der and shot off-hand.  The bear 
flinched and briefly went down, 
only to disappear over the ridge.  
I chambered another round just in 
case.  Then I was a bit uneasy.
   Waiting for a good bit of time, I 
went to the location around 60 or 
70 yards away where I had seen 
the bear.  The ground was torn up 
and leaves were scattered about.  I 
couldn’t find any blood trail.  I had 
read that they often don’t leave 
much.  Looking over the ridge, 
there was not a bear down in the 
immediate area.  Now I noticed 

that my hands were trembling.  I 
rechecked my rifle to make sure 
that I had a round in the chamber 
and 3 more in the magazine.  Game 
on! 
   I remembered a line from a movie 
“Little Big Man”.   It was an In-
dian/western with Dustin Hoff-
man.  An Indian chief in a battle 
told Dutin’s character that “today 
is a good day to die”.  Kind of a 
melodramatic thought at the time.  

continue to the next page
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RAZOR SHARP 
PERFORMANCE 

FEATURES

� NEW! Engine Braking System, 
Electronic Power Steering, Dry Storage Box, 
and VersaTrac Turf Mode

� ProStar® 570 Engine, 4-valve, DOHC  
� 9" of front suspension travel and 

9.5" of independent rear suspension 
� Class-leading low center of gravity 

for ultimate in trail agility

FIND YOURS TODAY AT:

RZR® 570 TRAIL LE

RAZOR SHARP PERFORMANCE®

AND MORE

Warning: The Polaris RANGER and RZR are not intended for on-road use. Driver must be at least 16 years old with a valid driver’s license to operate. Passengers 
must be at least 12 years old and tall enough to grasp the hand holds and plant feet fi rmly on the fl oor. All SxS drivers should take a safety training course. 
Contact ROHVA at www.rohva.org or (949) 255-2560 for additional information. Drivers and passengers should always wear helmets, eye protection, protective 
clothing, and seat belts. Always use cab nets. Be particularly careful on diffi cult terrain. Never drive on public roads or paved surfaces. Never engage in stunt 
driving, and avoid excessive speeds and sharp turns. Riding and alcohol/drugs don’t mix. Check local laws before riding on trails.  ©2012 Polaris Industries Inc.

MARIETTA POLARIS
27425 St. Rt. 7

MARIETTA, OHIO

wwww.mariettapolaris.com

740-374-5766

I was more than a bit concerned 
that I may not have placed the bul-
let in a kill zone.
   I slowly traveled down the hill-
side back and forth.  I saw a black 
object and scoped it.  Tree trunk!  
Oh well - back further down to 
where another ridge line dropped 
down, I saw the bear.  He was sit-
ting down and started moving.  I 
quickly braced my rifle against a 
small tree and shot.  It got up and 
made a move to drop down the next 
ridge.  I chambered another round 
and shot again.  It was roughly 120 
yards form the initial shot.
   It had settled at he bottom of the 
hill in a creek bed.  The bear was 
still moving.  One last shot and fi-
nally the death wail.
   I probably broke some etiquette 
and field rules during the hunt.
Hunting alone and on foot was 
probably a tad risky.  I am giving 
an honest assessment of the hunt-

ing story.  Bear hunting is more for 
experienced hunters used to their 
hunting rifles and equipment.  
   I could not get the bear out of the 
woods that evening.  I knew that 
the temperature was to drop down 
to 27 degrees that night.  There was 
no way I could get that bear out by 
myself.
   I drove back towards my home 
and stopped at Crossroads General 
Store near Newark.  Two young 
guys were working that evening.  
I told them about the bear and it 
turned out that they lived near that 
area.  I explained that I needed an 
ATV, wench and a chain saw to 
cut a passage through any downed 
trees.  I offered them some mon-
ey to cover any expenses.  Dillon 
Goodnight and Tyler Turner told 
me to call them the next morning.  
   I met them and they had another 
friend, Luke Hall, with them.  They 
followed me back to my property.  

Tyler Turner, Luke Hall & Dillon 
Goodnight helped Mark Goudy get 
his bear out of the woods.

The bear had ended up at the bot-
tom of a steep hill.  We managed to 
get the ATV to within 160 feet of 
the creek bed.
   I found out that the wench on an 

continue to the next page



• Off the Ohio River
• Dock Your Boat While You Shop

• In The Dana Backwater
Browning Rods & Reels

BACKWATER BAIT
  Just South of

Newport, Ohio on Rt. 7

740-473-BAIT

Yo-Zuri
Smallie Beavers

Venom
Senko - Kinami

Garrett Magnum Tubes
Spro Crankbaits & More!

Numerous Tube Colors

100 Count Bags Of Berkley Power Worms 4" & 7"
St. Croix Rods

Catfish Rods & Supplies

Zoom - Yum
Quantum - Okuma

Boogerman - Bandits
Catch 'Em Spinnerbaits

Owner - Gamakatsu
Rods & Reels

Custom Plastics
Jigs & Trailers
Dipping Dye
Do-It Molds
 Splash-its

Snacks & Beverages

In Stock
Year-Round

LIVE
BAIT
Minnows - Shiners

Meal & Wax Worms
 Nightcrawlers

Goldfish

Wave Worms • Slider
Smallie Beavers

Venom • Cabin Creek
Senko • Kinami

Jones Musky Baits
Crane Musky Baits

R&S SPORTS & PAWN INC.
BUY • SELL • TRADE • PAWN

GUNS - ACCESSORIES
TOOLS - JEWELRY

Mon to Fri 10AM - 5PM
Sat 10AM to 2PM

STOP BY & CHECK US OUT!
HUNTING SEASON IS HERE!

304-275-1112
901 Court St..

ELIZABETH,WV
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THIS
BUSINESS
FOR SALE
• CALL FOR DETAILS

~ Todd’s Sporting Goods ~ Rifles
Ammo
Scopes

Shotguns
Handguns

Muzzleloaders
Reloading Supplies

New & Used Guns    Game Checking

Turkey Foot Road
Mineralwells, WV

304-489-9420

(off Rt. 14)

ATV does not function well.  The 
battery would go dead after about 
a 10 feet drag up the hill.  It would 
have to be run for a while each 
time to charge the battery.  Plus, the 
wench cable was not long enough. 
Tyler and Luke would retie to the 
longer rope every 25 feet or so.  
Dillon held onto the rope to anchor 
the bear so it would not slip down 
the hill. It eventually took over 2 
hours to get up to the easier ledges 
above.  Tyler was quite an ATV 
rider.  The ATV would spin some-
times and Luke and Dillon would 
hold down on the back frame to get 
more bite.
   After 3 hours, the bear was 
loaded to go to the check station, 
Crossroads General Store.  I got 
the tag and proceeded to Pioneer 
Meat Packaging in Wood County.  
The bear was weighed and the full 
body weight was estimated at 270 
pounds.  Yummy!
   They skinned it professionally 
and I took the hide to Clark’s Taxi-
dermy in Parkersburg.  He is going 

to do a soft tan - semi rug. Also, he 
will do a European mount of the 
skull.  Sounds like a just reward for 
an active hunt.
   The bottom line is:
Be careful when bear hunting.
Make sure that you have a rifle and 
bullet capable of handling a big 
game animal.
Be aware that getting one out of the 
woods is not easy.
   The hunting thrill of a lifetime 
can be yours in West Virginia.  I 
know that I will definitely try bear 
hunting again.  Good luck and hunt 
safely.

Kasandra Salser shot her 1st buck 
in Jackson County.

Brittany Walker Hanshaw brought 
in a good 8 point buck.

9:30am to 6pm T-F
9:30am to 4pm Sat.



RIFLES•SHOTGUNS
PISTOLS•AMMO

OLD & NEW SPORTS
JACKSON COUNTY’S

OLDEST SPORT STORE

BUY • SELL
TRADE • PAWN

813 Washington St.
RAVENSWOOD, WV

304-273-5855

Rods • Reels & Tackle For:
Bass • Musky • Crappie
Trout • Catfi sh & More

We Do Gun Transfers
Large Selection

LIVE
BAIT

GAME CHECKING
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

HARD TO FIND
AMMUNITION

IN STOCK
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DODD’S SPORTING GOODS
103 North Maple St.

ELLENBORO, WV
304-869-3200

Just Off Rt. 50
Between Parkersburg

And Clarksburg

90 Day
Lay-Away
20% Down

Looking For Hunting Equipment?
Dodd’s Sporting Goods Features

Quality New And Used Guns.

Weatherby • Browning • Kimber • Cooper
 Ruger • Remington • Winchester

Thompson Center • Glock • Springfield 
 S&W • Walther • Taurus & More

Archery Supplies
Diamond • Horton

Custom Arrows & Tuning
Easton Arrows

Champion Safes
Fishing Tackle

Rods • Reels & More

Buy • Sell • Trade • Pawn

Reloading Supplies • Scopes • Holsters
Large Selection of .22 Ammo • Knives

11- 6 Mon to Fri
11- 5 Sat

New Fishing Tackle In Stock!

SALE
MSR $66595

$52995

Kel Tec Pir 16  223

doddsports.com

Mossberg Bolt Action  $249
Assorted Calibers 

Paul Clark trapped a 50 pound bea-
ver recently.  He will undoubtably 
mount this.  Photo courtesy of Clark’s 
Taxidermy in Parkersburg.

TRAPPING SUPPLIES

Bows
 Arrows



* Areas Largest Stock 
Of Ammo

* Over 1,400 New 
Guns in Stock
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E                 D                     L                    PEVERY DAY PRICELOW

196 US 33 East,  ELKINS, WV
(304) 636-3430

SPORTING 
GOODS

Open 6:30am  -  Closed Wed. & Sun.

Custom Target II .45acp
Gold Match II .45acp
Stainless II .45acp
Gold Match Sts II .45acp
Pro Carry II .45acp 4”
Pro CDP II .45acp
Pro Carry II NS .45acp 4”
Tactical Ultra II .45acp
Custom TLE/RL II Sts .45acp
Pro TLE II
Custom Carry II .45acp
Pro Crimson Carry II .45acp 4”
Ultra Raptor II .45acp Sts

CRIMSON CARRY WITH ROSEWOOD
CRIMSON TRACE LASERGRIPS

$899
$1,275
$899
$1,439
$939
$1,249
$959
$1,199
$1,209
$1,049
$1,099
$1,099
$1,295

COMPACT
PRO CARRY

GOLD MATCH

CUSTOM



CROSSROADS GENERAL STORE
LOCATED AT THE JUNCTION OF

ROUTE 47 & NEWARK RD.

NEWARK, WV
304-275-4619

• Hunting Supplies • Ammo
• Camo Clothing • Muzzleloaders

• Beverages • Gasoline
 • Food & More

• Fishing Tackle • Musky Lures

Open At 5am-7pm M-Th
5am-8pm Fr

7am-8pm Sat
7am-5pm Sun

Financing Available On Items Over $200
•Long Guns • Safes  90 Days Same As Cash

GUNS
In Stock

Or Ordered

Winterr 2012 ~ Page 11

Safe
Showroom

NEW 
STORE

     
    


 

 
     

     
   
     
    
  

 
 

    
     
       
 
     
   

    

Advertise In The
W. Va. Sportsman

Details On Page 3

MR. CLEAN

INDOOR ARCHERY RANGE ---------- FISHING TACKLE

Bows - Arrows - Sights - Quivers - Rests 
        Martin • PSE • Quest • Crossbows
  Nite Lite - Hunting Supplies • Live Bait
          305 N. Lewis St. - GLENVILLE, WV  

M-Sat 9-6  Sun 9-5304-462-8688

Gun Range Open
Large Selection Of:

Rifles • Pistols • Ammo
Muzzleloaders & Lots

Of Accesories

John Kirby brought in a 23 pound 
bobcat.  Photo courtesy of Crossroads 
General Store near Newark.

Cindy Gill had sucess with this 8 
point buck.  Photo courtesy of PC Bait 
& Tackle in Hinton.

Jake Evans shot a real nice 8 point 
buck.  Photo courtesy of Mr. Clean in 
Glenville.

Located on Rt. 14 - Boaz - North of Vienna
www.cainsoutdoor.net



HUNTING SEASON
BEGINS AT JERRY’S

Largest Area Selection of 

MATHEWS - HOYT
G5 Prime Bows

Numerous Bows
And Accessories

Over 1,000 Firearms

10 - 20 - 30 Yard
Indoor Archery Range

Pistol & Rifle
Indoor Gun Range

Complete Line Of Hunting Clothing & Boots
 Scent-lok • ScentBlocker • Under Armour
Carhartt • Russell Outdoors • Browning

Danner • LaCrosse • Red Wing 
Womens • Kids and Infants Clothing

TargetJerrys.com

GAME CHECKING STATION - SNACK BAR

TECHNO HUNT INDOOR ARCHERY RANGE
Horner, WV

Georgetown Road - Off  US 33

304-452-8227
6am -9pm DAILY

Flatwoods, WV
Flatwoods Factory Stores

Exit 67  Off I 79
10am - 8pm Mon - Sat.

Sun.  Noon to 6pm

304-765-5018
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TWO LOCATIONS
Targeting Your Outdoor Needs

Huge Ammo Selection

LARGE SELECTIONS OF RODS • REELS • TACKLE

CUSTOM ARROWS • BOW TUNING
BOW TECH AVAILABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK

Full
Selection Of

LIVE BAIT

Everything
You Need
To Take 

GAME
ANIMALS

FISH
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THE BOW SHOP
HOYT • MATHEWS • DIAMOND • BOWTECH

Repair string and cables for most bows
Custom Arrows - Servicing Bows - Tuning

“Home of The World Champions”

304-622-8440 Open 12PM to 9PM M-F
12PM to 6PM Sat.

Four Miles North Of Clarksburg On Rt. 19 & 20 (Across RR Tracks) HEPZIBAH,WV
Harold Cogar, Owner

50 Yard Shot
INDOOR RANGE

OPEN NOW

What Do Black Bears Eat?

continue to the next page

~ WANTED ~
Game Photos From 2012 

Send In Your Photo (or email)  
Deer (big bucks - no does), Bear or Other Game

Animals Taken During The 2012 Season.

Either Mail in Or E-Mail
To This Magazine.
W.Va. Sportsman

P.O. Box 5521
Vienna, WV  26105

wvasport@gmail.com

Name______________________________________________

Address____________________________________________

City_______________________________________________

State_____________   Zip_____________________________

Animal____________________________    Deer Points_____

County_______________________________Gun___Bow___ PHOTOS WILL
BE RETURNED

Have your photo published
in this magazine this year.

Clip out and Mail In No DOES!
Have your photo published
It’s FREE

W. Va. Sportsman
Now On Facebook

9 year old, Taylor Moore, shot a 
143 class 10 point.  Photo courtesy of 
Clark’s Taxidermy in Parkersburg.

  Black bears may be the least car-
nivorous of the “carnivores” of 
North America. They consume a 
wide variety of seasonally abun-
dant herbs, forbs, fruits, berries, 
nuts, and other plant parts and 
products. The specifi c plants may 
differ among the a number of ecore-
gions of North America. However, 
certain trends are evident. Spring 
foods are predominantly grasses, 
sedges, shoots and other high-pro-
tein lush green vegetation. Deer and 
other carcasses may be scavenged, 
as well as leftover nuts. Skunk cab-

bage is important in Massachusetts 
and squaw root in the southern Ap-
palachians. During summer, bears 
shift to energy-rich “soft mast” 
foods such as huckleberries, black-
berries, raspberries, grapes, and 
cherries. Protein-rich insects such 
as ants, wasps, and beetle larvae 
are usually taken. 
   Crayfi sh, frogs, birds’ eggs, mice, 
red squirrels, woodchucks, snow-
shoe hare, and other animal food 
are occasionally eaten. Then, in 
autumn (where available), “hard 



3-D RANGE - PRACTICE RANGE

INDOOR ARCHERY RANGE

Game Checking
Station

Located On Larkmead Rd
Parkersburg, WV    304-863-6962

Parker

BOONE’S BOW SHOPBOONE’S BOW SHOP
•Archery Shoots

•Leagues
•Group

Discounts
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BEAR

Get Ready For Hunting Season With Our Large Selection Of

New and Used Guns

Franchi
Benelli

Glock
Kimber

Gold - Platinum - Silver - Jewelry - Watches
Tools - Electronics - Archery - Safes - And More!

Leupold - Zeiss Scopes

Buy - Sell - Trade - Loans                             Lay-Aways Available

Two Locations To Serve Your Needs
515 Division St.

Parkersburg, WV
304-428-7298

3408 Dudley Av. 
Parkersburg, WV
304-428-7296

3410 Emerson Av.

Now Handling
Reloading 
Supplies

mast” items including acorns, hick-
ory nuts, beechnuts, hazelnuts, pine 
nuts, and similar foods are taken. 
Corn is also eaten where available. 
Bears can make tremendous weight 
gains in fall, as much as 3 to 4 lbs. 
per day. However, in northern ar-
eas, where hard mast is lacking, 
bears must rely only on berry crops 
for weight gain and den after those 
are exhausted. Bears, especially 
adult males, and especially when 
foods are scarce, may travel up to 
125 miles outside their home range 
in late summer and early fall to a 
concentrated food source before re-
turning home to den. A number of 
historical accounts from Louisiana, 
Minnesota, New England, Ontario, 
Wisconsin, and elsewhere mention 
these “migrations” or “forays”, 
which often followed well-defi ned 
trails beaten down over time. 
  In spring and early summer, pop-
lar catkins, leaves, and lush grasses 
are common foods. Bears lack a 
caecum and do not have any known 
ability to digest cellulose so the 
nutritional value of such foods is 
not apparent. However, researcher-
habituated bears have been seen 
to relish deer scat and feed on the 
intestines of winter-killed deer. 
Perhaps by this means bears may 
acquire cellulose-digesting organ-
isms which allow the bears to di-
gest foods they could not otherwise 
utilize. 
  Several workers have suggested 

that the period between den emer-
gence and the availability of sum-
mer-ripening fruits and berries is 
a “negative foraging period” dur-
ing which bears gather enough 
food to sustain life, but not to gain 
weight. However, recent studies in 
Minnesota challenge this assump-
tion. Young bears can and do gain 
weight from spring foods. How-
ever, lactating females may indeed 
lose weight due to the high en-
ergy demands of milk production. 
Breeding-age males may also lose 
weight due to changes in physiol-
ogy and behavior. 
 Bears which feed in garbage 
dumps, campgrounds, or at bait sta-

tions may grow faster, attain greater 
weights, and have greater fertility 
than their wild counterparts. 

Adam Comp used a bow for this 
nice 10 point.  Photo courtesy of 
Boone’s Bow Shop in Parkersburg.
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Wayne Harper shot a 13 point buck.  
Photo courtesy of Reese’s Country Store 

Oct. 2010 ~ Page 16

Rt. 2  South of  St. Marys, WV
304-684-2850

2011 Boats Now In Stock
Great Selection Of Used Bass Boats
Jon Boats For 9.9 Lakes Available

G 3 Boats

������������������������

•G 3 Aluminum

Ranger Boats
5 Star Dealer

Top 100

#1 In District Total Horse Power Dealer

after you verify that it is unloaded 
and the cylinder or action is open. 
Take a gun from someone only af-
ter you verify that it is unloaded 
and the cylinder or action is open.
  Guns, alcohol and drugs don’t 
mix. Alcohol and drugs can nega-
tively affect judgment as well as 
physical coordination. Alcohol 
and any other substance likely to 
impair normal mental or physical 
functions should not be used before 
or while handling guns. Avoid han-
dling and using your gun when you 
are taking medications that cause 
drowsiness or include a warning to 
not operate machinery while taking 

  The loud noise from a fi red gun 
can cause hearing damage, and 
the debris and hot gas that is often 
emitted can result in eye injury. Al-
ways wear ear and eye protection 

GUNS AND CHILDREN--HAND-
GUN OWNER RESPONSIBILI-

Summary of Safe Storage Laws 

  You may be guilty of a misde-
meanor or a felony if you keep a 
loaded fi rearm within any prem-
ises that are under your custody or 
control and a child under 18 years 

Nov. 24 – Dec. 11 and Dec. 29 – 
31. Bag limits vary among counties 
and will be one, two or four antler-
less deer. Hunters may take only 
one deer per day; therefore, a buck 
and an antlerless deer may not be 

  Black bear seasons have been 
expanded with 10 counties open 
Nov. 22 – Dec. 4 during the buck 
season and concurrent antlerless 
deer season. A hunter may bag one 
bear and one deer on the same day 
during the concurrent seasons in 
those counties. See the 2010-2011 
Hunting and Trapping Regulations    

  All deer must be field tagged and 
checked in within 72 hours of the 
time of kill or within 24 hours of 
the close of the season, whichever 
comes first. Additional deer may 
not be taken until all previously 
taken deer have been checked. 

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va. – 
The West Virginia Division of Nat-
ural Resources Wildlife Resources 
Section is requesting original wild-
life art for the 2012 edition of the 
award-winning WVDNR Wildlife 
Calendar, according to WVDNR 
Wildlife Resources Section Chief 
Curtis I. Taylor. The deadline for 
submission of artwork is Febru-
ary 15, 2011.  A high resolution 
electronic image or a 35-mm color 
slide of each entry must be submit-
ted by this date.  Artists may send 
in multiple entries.
  “This is our 27th calendar and it 
offers a wonderful opportunity for 
artists to feature their work.  Be-
sides distribution in West Virginia, 
our calendars are enjoyed by peo-
ple all over the United States and 
are sent to several countries around 
the world,” said Taylor.
  Artists are encouraged to submit 
paintings of a wide variety of wild-
life topics. These may depict popu-
lar game and fish species or feature 
the state’s diverse array of wildlife. 
Paintings depicting lesser-known 
animals such as snakes, frogs, tur-

WV DNR Seeks Paintings For 2012 Calendar

Brandon Plumley caught a 19 1/2 
“ New River smallmouth in Feb.  
Photo courtesy of PC Bait & Tackle in 
Hinton.

tles, salamanders, bats, songbirds, 
small mammals as well as nongame 
fish are also encouraged. 
   Artists are reminded that the cal-
endar format is horizontal with 
measurements of 14 inches by 11 
inches and should keep this ratio 
in mind when creating paintings. 
Paintings not chosen in previous 

years may be resubmitted.  “Just 
because the artwork is not select-
ed one year doesn’t mean it will 
not be selected in the future,” said 
Taylor.  “Often, there are several 
submissions of a particular species 
and only one can be used in a given 
year.”

continue to the next page
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Paul Isner and Henry Chisolm won 
the Lake Russell 4 day event.

2013

Lake Russell
Fishing Tournament

  The 16th annual Lake Russell 
fishing tournament was hosted by 
Wright’s Riverside Marine in St. 
Marys.  17 teams from WV and 
Ohio traveled to Elberton, Georgia.  
Fishing in November is always lots 
of fun for anglers looking for a big 
bite.
   The tournament consists of 3 
practice days with a 4 a day tour-
nament following.  The combined 
weight of the 4 days determines the 
winners and the places paid out.
  Taking the first place money and 
team name on the trophy were Paul 
Isner and Henry Chisolm from the 
Fairmont area.  Their weight of 
51.75 blew out the field.
   Second place went to Brad and 
Dave Woodby with 37.90 pounds.  
Following in third were Walker & 
Thomas with 35.23 pounds.
   Contact Wright’s Riverside Ma-
rine for details on next years event.  
Their ad is on the right.
  The teams participating in the 
event are pictured above right.

Lake Russell Fishing Teams 2012
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Jayco
2456 Route 21 South

RIPLEY, WV
866-372-1323www.newadventurerv.com

WABASH TRADING POST
CHAINSAW SCUPTURES

MUSKY 
LURES

Over 170
Cobb’s 

• Jones & More

Chainsaw
Carving On Site

101 Front Street
WEST UNION, WV

(304) 873-2319
E-Mail: wabashtradingpost@gmail.com

Hunting & Fishing Supplies
• Rods & Reels (Reel Repair)
• High End Air Gun Rifl es 
• Ammunition  
• Knives - Handmade Knives
• Fishing Tackle - Lures 
• Live Bait  - Consignment Sales

OPEN 9am-6pm Mon - Fri
9am to 5pm Sat  Sun 1pm to 4pm

GUNS
• Buy or Sell
• Gun Broker

Deer Corn

Mackenzie Harper used a bow in 
Barbour Co. for this 9 point.

Lavalette Boat
Dealer Earns 

National Award
  The Great Outdoors Marine in 
Lavalette, WV, was awarded fi rst 
place in Marine Industry Best Prac-
tices among North American boat 
dealers from the organization be-
hind Marine Five Star Dealer Cer-
tifi cation (MFSDC).   
  Owned by Phil and Diane Dan-
iel, The Great Outdoors Marine 
was announced as the winner at 
the Marine Dealer Conference and 
Expo in Orlando earlier this month.  
The award recognizes outstanding 
boat dealers based on results from 
MFSDC’s certifi cation business 
audit review.
  “Best practices and employee sat-
isfaction are key elements in the 
MFSDC program – designed to en-
hance the boat-buying and owning 
experience,” Matt Gruhn, president 
of the Marine Retailers Association 
of the Americas, said in a press re-
lease.  “We honor these Marine 
Five Star Certifi ed Dealers for their 
efforts to improve the recreational 
boating industry and to lead the 
way for others.”
  MFSDC “Best Practices” are a 
part of the dealer certifi cation pro-
cess that recognizes thoughtful 
and cost-effective ways to do busi-
ness while maintaining quality and 
eliminating variability.
  The Great Outdoors Marine has 
been in business since 1991, and 
has 16 employees.  It is the largest 
marine dealer in West Virginia, and 
specializes in pontoon and fi shing 
boat sales, and service on boats and 
motors.   They serve the entire state 
of West Virginia, southern Ohio, 
and eastern Kentucky.
    You can view their website at:
thegreatoutdoorsmarine.com

Ryon Adams brought in a great 12 
point archery buck.
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NEW & USED GUNS

Gold - Musical Instruments - Ammo
Tools - Electronics - Archery - Guns - And More!

Buy - Sell - Trade - Loan

JACKSON 
COUNTY

PAWN

506 WALNUT ST.

RAVENSWOOD, WV
304-273-5961

MON, TUE, THU 10-5, WED 12-6, FRI 10-6, SAT. 10-NOON

HOUSE FOR SALE
3 Bedroom House

Excellent Condition.  Turkey Bone Road 
and Route 15, Monterville.WV

Randolph County.  Less than 1 mile to 
new Elkfork Lake opening in 2012.
5 miles to Elk River at Elk Springs
Resort.  4 miles to 9,000 plus acre

Kumbrabow State Forest.  New roof
and vinyl siding.  4,000 ft. elevation.
Outside dimensions 30x110 ft on 1/4

acre.  $49,900.  Contact Jim or
Betty Wilson.  304-339-6576

bjwilson@frontiernet.net

Instructors For Archery

continue to the next page

Advertse In The
W. Va. Sportsman

• 22 Years In Business
• Target Marketing

• Low Rates
• On The Internet

Each Month

Info On Page 3

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va. – 
The West Virginia Division of Nat-
ural Resources Wildlife Resources 
Section (DNR) will hold its next 
instructor training for the Archery 
in the Schools (AIS) Program Jan-
uary 29 and 30 at Charleston First 
Church of the Nazarene, according 
to Krista Snodgrass, program coor-
dinator.
 The AIS Program has become 
DNR’s largest growing education-
al program. Since its inception in 
2004, more than 72,000 students 
have been introduced to archery 
as part of their physical education 
(PE) classes in nearly 300 West Vir-
ginia schools. The program teaches 
Olympic-style, target archery in 
both public and private schools 

Keiling Fife arrowed a great 9 
point.  Photo courtesy of Clark’s Taxi-
dermy in Parkersburg.

Grades 4 through 12.
  “Our youth ministry has been in-
volved in archery for some time and 
we’re looking forward to providing 
our facility,” said Randy Lanham, 
pastor. “Though our program may 
be a little different, I can verify that 
archery, especially among youth, 
has defi nitely grown in popularity 
and, unlike most activities, kids of 
all ages and backgrounds can par-
ticipate.”
   “In order for schools to have the 
AIS Program, they must fi rst have 
a certifi ed instructor – preferably 
a PE instructor or coach who will 
introduce as many kids as possible 
to the joys of target archery,” said 
Snodgrass.  “DNR only has about 
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FEDERAL VALLEY
PHEASANT FARM
16171 E. KASLER CR. ROAD

Amesville, Ohio 45711
HUNTING PRESERVE

Season Open
Sept. 1

For Questions and
Reservations

Call: 740-448-6747
Gene & Roseanna Hines

GLADY FORK ARCHERY
Elite • Bowtech • Diamond • Hoyt • Alpine

Bowtuning - Custom Arrows – Accessories
Guns • Ammo – Scopes – Targets

30 Years Experience

Visa  
Mastercard  
Discover 
Accepted

2539 Glady Fork Road
3.8 Miles Off I-79 Exit 96 - Turn Left

WESTON, WV    304-269-6292

Mon-Fri-Sat
10-5

Tue-Wed-Thur
3-9

21 Country Market
Live Bait & Tackle
* Minnows ~ Crawlers
*Mealworms ~ Shiners

* GAME CHECKING
* HUNTING & FISHING LIC.

Everything you need for
a day on the water!

372-9697
Rt. 21 North  Ripley, WV 

Shaun Stidham, from Red House, 
shot a 7 point buck.

four trainings a year and, because 
class size is limited to 25, train-
ing slots are highly sought. As an 
added incentive, teachers taking 
this training may be eligible to re-
ceive Continuing Education Hours 
(CEH) – provided they submit their 
paperwork to their principal before 
the end of the school year.” 
    To ensure a training slot, any-

one interested in getting a school 
involved in the program is encour-
aged to apply as soon as possible, 
before the January 2 deadline.  The 
training costs $25 for all school 
employees and $50 for non-school 
employees. This fee will be paid to 
WVDNR – Archery in the Schools 
Program (via check, money order, 
or exact currency only) during the 
first morning of the training. 
  To register for the AIS train-
ing at Charleston First Church of 
the Nazarene, please call Krista 
Snodgrass at 304-558-2771; email 
Krista.R.Snodgrass@wv.gov for 
information on the AIS Program, 
or visit the DNR’s AIS website at 
www.wvdnr.gov/archery.

www.wvasportsman.net

Bert Lane hooked a fall 44 1/4 inch musky.  Photo courtesy of PC Bait & Tackle 
in Hinton.

Mitchael Smith used a bow for this 
10 point.  Photo courtesy of Boone’s 
Bow Shop in Parkersburg.



CLARK’S 
TAXIDERMY

View our displays at Welcome Center in Williamstown and Reese's Deerwalk Store

We Want Your
WHITETAIL BUSINESS!
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304-679-3915
Clean & Dress

Up Old Whitetail
Mounts - $95

For Shoulder 
Deer Mount

We Are Located 
Off Rt. 50 East Of

PARKERSBURG, WV

Parkersburg, WV

All African Species  
Game Animals • Fish

10% Discount For Active Duty Servicemen Policemen & Firemen

$400

Have Your Deer Mounted By 

JANUARY
• Extra $50 - Limited Mounts Available

Check Us Out On

YOU TUBE
Under Clarks Taxidermy

Commercial

Paul Clark & 
Hank Parker Jr.

Are With An
Unusual 1/2 
Mount In A

Nature Scene.
This Deer Was

Shown On
YOU TUBE

Being Skinned.



• A/C
• TV - DVD
• Barbecue Grill
• Large Porch Area

• Easy Access
• Great View Of Lake
• Fully Equipped Kitchen
   Including Dishwasher

For More Info & Reservations

304-269-5813

NOW BOOKING
FOR SPRING & SUMMER

SEASON RENTALS
Easy Access To Public

Hunting Areas.  15,000 Acres
On Stonewall Jackson & 3,000

Acres On Stonecoal

LAKE VIEW CABINS
Overlooking Stonewall Jackson Lake
~ 100 Yards From The Boat Ramp ~

Stay with us while you enjoy the Stonewall Jackson Lake area.  Min-
utes from the state park which offers the Arnold Palmer Golf Course 
and boat rentals.  Also, 1 1/2 milesfrom Stonecoal Lake Wildlife Area 

(public hunting & fishing).  Only 6 miles from
I-79 exit 96 or 4.5 miles from Rt. 33 - Corridor H - near Weston, WV
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GUN SHOP & HEATED INDOOR RANGE
Over 29 Years Of Service!
Always  On “Target”

NRA
Firearms
Safety

Classes
Home
Of The

“Gun Guys”

3647 Collins Ferry Road
Morgantown,  WV

304-599-1556

MARSTILLER’S

www.wvasportsman.net    It’s FREE

11 year old, Justin Wheeler, shot a 
big 10 point.  Photo courtesy of Old & 
New Sports in Ravenswood.

BACK ISSUES FROM 2006 ON ARE THERE TOO

This horse of a deer was taken with 
a bow by Gary Acord.  Photo cour-
tesy of Uncle Tom’s in Oceana.

Kyle Upton used a bow for this 
typical 10 point buck.  Photo courtesy 
of JBC Archery in Shady Spring.

2563 RITTER DRIVE
On Rt. 19

SHADY SPRING, WV
304-763-3109

JBC ARCHERY
INDOOR SHOOTING RANGE

Hoyt • Darton • PSE • Parker
20 Yard Indoor Range • Ammo
Complete Archery Pro Shop

Arrows - Muzzleloaders - Fishing
10 am to 6pm Mon - Thur & Sat

10am to 5pm Friday

Game
Check
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PARK CENTER
SPORTING GOODS

Remington • Winchester • Weatherby • Browning • Rossi 

Kimber • T-C Encore • Traditions • CVA • Thompson Center
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514 Park Center
RAINELLE, WV
304-438-5660

Mathews • G5
Bear • PSE • Mission

Parker

BOW
SHOP

Hunting
Boots

Gun Cases

BUY • TRADE • PAWN

Guns • Pistols • Bows • Knives
Safes • Fishing Rods & Reels

Tackle • Camo Clothing • Scents
Gortex Clothing • Dog Supplies

Trapping • Custom Arrows • More
BOOTS BY: LaCrosse - Rocky - Georgia 

 Browning - Matterhorn - Irsih Setter - Danner

9AM to 8PM Daily
12:30PM to 5PM Sun

Liberty &
Heritage Safes

SPORTING 
GOODS

LIVE BAIT
• MINNOWS - WORMS - MORE
• RODS & REELS - TACKLE
    BASS - CATFISH - TROUT
• ARCHERY BOWS • SUPPLIES
• CAMPING EQUIPMENT
• SPORTING GOODS
• HUNTING SUPPLIES

304-872-4141
9AM TO 6PM MON-SAT.

1PM TO 6PM SUN

JOHNSON’S

3003 WEBSTER RD.
SUMMERSVILLE, WV

New & Useed Guns

Free On The Internet - www.wvasportsman.net

Fishing Boats 

Sam Fisher is leading the big buck 
contest with this 134 5/8 scored 
buck.  Photo courtesy of J&R Sporting 
Goods in Shinnston.

Brian Wilkinson shot a big 11 point 
buck.

Phil Seckman landed this big large-
mouth at Mountwood Lake.



Trophy Whitetail
Spanish Goat
Watusi Cattle

Fallow Deer
Blackbuck
Wild Boar
Red Stag

Buffalo
More....

mountainmeadowhunting.com

Lodging Available - With Meals

P.O. Box 60
GREENVILLE, WV 24945

Call Or Write For Info:
  Hunt@mountainmeadow.net

304-832-6635

14
Acre Lake

Wild
Boar

HUNTING 
PRESERVE

NOW Booking Hunts

Matthew Duskey with his 8 point.

Kenzie Piggott arrowed her buck.Jarrod Shinn with his 8 point buck.Forest White with an 8 point buck.

Megan Hammond with a 9 point. Tessie Wells with her 1st squirrel.
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~USED PARTS~

ATV and CYCLE
Specialists

New & Used Parts - Most Brands
  Nationwide Salvage Hotline

     (800) 648-5306
BUTCHER BEND ROAD
MINERAL WELLS, WV

304-489-1377
   Mon - Fri 9 to 5:30
     Saturday 9 to 3

We Ship UPS Daily
Buying ATV’s - Any Condition
www.lemonandbarretts.com

Suzuki
Polaris

Credit Cards
Accepted

Cold Water Jerkbaits

continue to the next page
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DOUBLE “DD” RANCH
ORIGINAL OWNERS HAVE RETURNED

“A Hunting Preserve Unlike All Others”
• Wild Russian Hogs
• Exotic Rams and Goats
• Fallow Deer, Sika Deer, Red Stag & Elk
• African & Asian Species

(740) 596-4711

58501 US Rt 50, McArthur, OH 45651
e-mail Dannie@DDRanch.com
Web Site www.DDRanch.com

Prices include animal, guide & caping.
Lodging, meals and meat processing available.

(740) 596-9013 FAX

DOUBLE “DD” RANCH

The Leather Shop
- Booth 132 -  

www.afleamktstore.com
• WIll Custom Fit 

Full-Grain Leather Belts
(Cut to Size)

• Leather Chain Wallets
• Leather Fanny Pouches

• Nylon Gun Holsters
• talian Charms

Incense Sticks 15/$1.00
Electic Touch Oil Lamp - $12

• Diabetic Socks

FRI - SAT & SUNDAY

41300 Laurel Cliff Rd.

POMEROY, OHIO

jpetrel@suddenlink.net

  There may not be a more effec-
tive lure than a jerkbait for catch-
ing bass in cold water.
  “You’ll find one tied on my rod 
just about any time the water tem-
perature is in the 50s or lower,” said 
Arkansas Elite pro Kevin Short.
  Jerkbaits can be effective in any 
manner you wish to fish them, but 
cold-water tactics require a more 
refined approach, he added.
  Here are Short’s tips to being a 
more efficient jerkbait angler when 
the water gets cold:
Lighten up your tackle
  Many anglers try fishing jerkbaits 
with tackle that’s too heavy. Short 
prefers a 6 1/2-foot or 6-foor, 8-inch 
rod (St. Croix Legend Supreme) 
with medium power and an extra 
fast action. Because he works his 
rod pointed downward, the shorter 
rod prevents the tip from hitting the 
water. The softer action keeps him 
from losing fish.
  “Oftentimes in really cold water, 

Walker Snardis, from Given, shot 
an 8 point for his 1st buck.

Mike Mullins shot a big buck.  
Photo courtesy of Anderson Outdoors in 
Buckhannon.

the fish don’t eat the bait; they slap 
at it and get hooked alongside the 
head,” Short explained. “With a 
softer rod that has some flex, the 
hooks are less likely to pull out 
when you get a fish next to the 
boat.”
  He pairs the rod with 8- to 12-
pound Vicious Pro Elite Fluorocar-
bon and a Lew’s Tournament Pro 



MID - STATE MARINA
Route 19 North

Sutton,wv
Phone:  (304) 765-7325   (800) 640-7329

Honda
Yamaha 
Can-Am

ATV’s                    Motorcycles            

Rt. 33 East
Buckhannon, WV

304-472-4824
www.supersmittys.com
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IT’S BOAT SEASON AT MID-STATE MARINA

G3
Aluminum

Young Corey Martin gunned a 
large buck.  Photo courtesy of PC Bait 
& Tackle in Hinton.

SPENCER'S
TAXIDERMY

304-824-3745
OVER 39 YEARS
 EXPERIENCE

BIRDS, FISH, ANTLERS
LIFE-SIZE MOUNTS, GAMEHEADS

WEST HAMLIN,WV
ACCROSS FROM THE POST OFFICE
FULL TIME TAXIDERMY SERVICE

44
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Mike Talbott harvested a buck.  
Photo courtesy of Anderson Outdoors in 
Buckhannon.

 baitcaster.
  “I use a lot of monofi lament in the 
spring when the water temperature 
is in the 50s and I don’t want the 
bait to sink,” he added. “But when 
it’s colder than that, I use fl uoro-
carbon because I want the bait to 
suspend or sink a little.”
Experiment with lures
  Most anglers stay with the same 
bait all day when the fi sh are bit-
ing it. Short, who fi shes a lot of lo-
cal winter tournaments around his 
Arkansas home, will start with a 
smaller bait then switch to a larger 
one.
  “I fi sh a lot of Megabass 110 jerk-
baits that are about 5 1/4 inches 
long,” he described. “I’ll catch a 
limit on that then switch to the same 
color in the 110 Magnum size that 
is about inch longer and thicker, 
giving a bigger profi le.”
  The Magnum jerks to the same 
depth, and while it doesn’t draw as 
many bites, it does attract bigger 
fi sh.
  “I’ve seen it work the other way, 
too, especially in clear water,” 
Short adds. “Downsizing may get 
you more bites when they aren’t 

Only 9, Emma Starett, brought in 
an 8 pont buck.

hitting the medium size.”
Play with retrieve
   The retrieve cadence and the 
angle at which the bait sits in the 
water, especially with suspending 
baits in clear water, can be critical.

Louie Stout
  The right retrieve can make all the 
difference. Experiment until you 
fi nd it.
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Parker’s Safe Sales
80 to 90
In Stock

In Home Delivery - Up or Down
Tri-States Largest Safe Distributor

S & G Certified Locksmith
Since 1958 - New WVU Safes

740-484-4572
Exit 208 I-70  S. on SR 149-2.7 Miles

Belmont, Ohio

Murray’s
Lures & Trapping Supplies

304-275-TRAP
www.murrayslures.com

UPS Service Available
Trapping • Lure Scents • Oils • Urine • Traps • Triggers
Baseplates • T-bar Springs • Links • Trapline Supplies
Trap Holders • Trap Bedder • Trap Tags • Snaring Books
Fleshing Tool • Push Pins • Sure Locks • Boots & Clothing
Game Calling Supplies • Assorted Books • Videos and Much More
Hawbaker • Carman’s • Burkhart’s • Sleepy Creek • Duke • Bridger 
    Call or Visit Our Website - Shipments Will Be Sent UPS

CHEAT TROUT TRIPS
Guide Trips From Rowlesburgh Up 

& Including The 5 Forks Of The 
Cheat River Through The

Monongalia National Forest

For Info Call:
304-864-3390

3751 Cladesville Rd
Independence, WV

26374

• Catfish Trips

Eddie Goodnight used a bow for 
this huge 10 pointer  Photo courtesy 
of Holbert’s Store in Big Bend.

  “I’ve seen a long pause or the 
amount of time between jerks do as 
much to trigger a fish as how you’re 
twitching it,” Short offered. “That’s 
something easy to play with; cast it 
out and let it sit, twitch it real soft 
a couple of times then let it sit mo-
mentarily. The next time, let it sit 
longer and then twitch it real hard 

Kevin Treadway went to Fayette 
County for this 8 point buck. 

and let it sit again. Just remember 
exactly what you were doing when 
you caught the first fish.”
  Short is convinced that the angle 
the bait sits in the water — which 
can be affected by the hooks — can 
be a factor, too.
  “If you want the nose to dive steep-
er, put a heavier hook on the front 
hanger, wrap lead wire around the 
hook shaft or put a lighter hook on 
the back of the bait,” he described.
  If you want the bait to sit with the 
nose higher, change to the same 
size of monofilament that you were 
using with fluorocarbon.
  “The fluorocarbon can pull the 
bait down,” Short adds. “That can 
be good when shad die and fall to 

the bottom. However, before they 
die they may swim with their heads 
up. Pay attention to what’s going 
on around you.”

These young fellows from Shady 
Spring hooked a 38 pound blue.

Young Hunter Starett brought in 
his 1st squirrel.
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Hillbilly Hunting Beagles
AKC Pups & Hunting Dogs

Garmin GPS • Diamond Deluxe • Tri-Tronics 
King • Easy Loader • Vinyl Flooring Wire For Kennels
                       David Dewees (304) 545-3820 

2178 Fishers Ridge, Kenna, WV  25248

New Restaurant

BARKER’S
“ONE STOP DOES IT ALL”

Small Engine Repair
Computer Alignment

Hardware  Deli
Game Checking Rt. 47

Smithville, WV
304-477-3341

NEW 17 Pitch - 4 Blade
Michigan Brand

Stainless Propeller
       And Hubs

  • Ideal 70 to 135 HP
CALL 304-482-7217
  WILL DELIVER $275

WV Gun Season
Facts

Seth Thompson used a bow for this 
massive buck.  Photo courtesy of Car-
dinal Pawnbrokers in Beckley.

continue to the next page

304-445-2550
Overlooking The Beautiful Greenbrier River

• Live Bait • Licenses • Game Check • Guns & Ammo
Rod and Reel Repair Service   Joy Dog Food

Just a few minutes off I-64 in Alderson, WV
Hours: 9 to 9 Daily 304-445-2551

Bass
Pro

Shop

Carhartt
Clothing

ROCKY
BOOTS

Pawn
Service

Waterfront
Sporting Goods

Riverview Motel

PSE ARCHERY

  The West Virginia firearm buck 
gun season opened on Nov. 19 
– Dec. 1. It is open in all counties 
except Logan, Mingo, McDowell 
and Wyoming.
  Approximately 330,000 licensed 
hunters will be in West Virginia’s 
woods during this season.
Hunters should review the 2012 - 
2013 Hunting and Trapping Regu-
lations Summary for detailed in-
structions concerning bag limits 
and season dates. The regulations 
are available at license agents, 
DNR district offices, or online at 

Dylan Brady shot a quality buck.  
Photo courtesy of Old&New Sports in Ra-
venswood.

www.wvdnr.gov .
  A list of wildlife checking stations 
in West Virginia can be found on-
line at www.wvdnr.gov/hunting/
check_stations.asp  
The firearm antlered deer bag limit 
during the two-week buck season 
is two (one on the base license and 
one on an RG [resident] or RRG 
[nonresident] stamp). A hunter 
may take no more than three ant-
lered deer per calendar year in all 
archery and firearms seasons com-
bined.
  The last day to purchase an ad-
ditional buck deer gun tag (Class 
RG/RRG Stamp) is Nov. 18, 2012. 
Class RG and Class RRG addition-
al buck stamps can only be used to 
take an additional antlered deer in 
firearm buck season. Unused Class 
RG and Class RRG stamps may 
not be used in antlerless or muzzle-
loader seasons.
 There are 10 counties or por-
tions thereof (see the 2012 – 2013 
Hunting and Trapping Regulations 



PC BAIT & TACKLE

PC Bait & Tackle  304-466-1444

L
I
V
E

B
A
I
T

REELS
RODS

HUGE SELECTION OF LIVE BAIT
Minnows- Hellgramites - Lizards - Worms

Goldfish - Shiners - Meal & Wax Worms - More

Tackle By: Warden • Super Duper • Strike King
Berkley • Mepps • Owner • Zoom • Yum • Gamakatsu
Tru-Turn • Zoom • Trout Magnet • Eagle Claw • Daiwa
Cabin Creek • Shakespeare • St. Croix • Zebco • Case
Ugly Stik • Gitzit • Rebel • Heddon • Rapala & More!

Archery Bows & Supplies • Musky Tackle • Marine Products

250 Greenbrier Drive - HINTON, WV
Greenbrier Chalets

On The Greenbrier River
www.greenbriercabins.com

304-466-3536

Pipestem Country Campgounds
On Rt. 20

www.pipestemcamping.com
304-466-9121
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New Building Tin
3’ x 8’ - $12 per Sheet
3’ x 10’ - $14.25 per Sheet
3’ x 12’ - $16.75 per Sheet

26
Ga.

All Types of New & Used Steel
Square Tubing & Pipes

Plywood
3/4 - $23
1/2 - $16

O.S.B.
3/4 - $22
5/8 - $19

T-111
5/8 - $26

Luan - $9.25
2x4 2x6 2x8 2x10 All Sizes

Stocking Treated Lumber
Prices Subject To Change

We Buy Ginseng
Copper • Brass • Iron

& Other Metals

RRHAMCO
Rt. 2 Box 484
Grafton, WV 304-265-0026

Rubber Roofing Cut To Size
12’ - $17  10’- $14  8’ - $12

WE BUY SCRAP METAL

432 Bull River Road      1 Mile North Of GRANTSVILLE, WV

304-354-7399
• GENERIC (Nat. Gas)

Generators

• Farm Equipment
8am to 5pm M-F

Sat. 9 to 3

Robert Weikle shot a 9 point.  Photo 
courtesy of PC Bait & Tackle in Hinton.

Summary) that require buck fire-
arms hunters to take an antlerless 
deer during the antlerless firearms 
deer season (with Class N permit 
for residents or Class NN permit 
for nonresidents) prior to harvest-
ing a second antlered deer during 
the buck firearms season.
  All private and public lands in 
counties having a firearms antler-
less deer gun season (Class N for 
residents and Class NN for nonres-
idents) will be open Nov. 19 – Dec. 
1 (concurrent with the buck gun 
season), Dec. 13 - 15, and Dec. 28 
– 31. Bag limits vary among coun-
ties but will be either one or three 
antlerless deer. See regulations for 
details.
  All deer must be field tagged and 
checked in within 72 hours of the 
time of kill or within 24 hours of 
the close of the season, whichever 
comes first. Additional deer may 
not be taken until all previously 

taken deer have been checked. 
Only one deer may be taken per 
day during the buck season.
Concurrent with the buck gun sea-
son will be a bear gun season in 
eight counties: Kanawha, Boone, 
Fayette, Raleigh, Monongalia, 
Preston, Hampshire and Morgan.
Deer hunters spend an estimated 
$230 million in West Virginia, 
much of it in the rural areas of the 
state that depend upon the deer sea-
sons for a large portion of their an-
nual income.
  In 2011, deer hunters in West 
Virginia harvested 60,157 bucks 
during the two-week buck season, 
an increase of 38 percent from the 
2010 harvest. This is two percent 
less than the five-year average 

harvest of 61,428 and ranks 24th 
among all past years.
  WVDNR forecasts that the buck 
harvest should be slightly higher 
for 2012. All regions should see a 
similar-to-higher harvest this year. 
The increased reproduction of 2011 
and the mild winter of 2011-2012 
should mean that there are plenty 
of 1.5-year-old animals for hunters. 

Hunt safely this season.



“Everything You Need For Your Next Outdoor Adventure”

Ammuntion • Knives • Binoculars • Scopes • Sunglasses

Martin & Winchester Bows - Crossbows
Custom Arrows - Fletching • Rods & Reels

Lures • Trout Bait • Hooks & Line
Muzzleloaders • Trapping • Blinds • Stands

Dog Supplies • Bub’s Nite Timer
Nite Lite • Garmin • Tri-Tronics

Valley Creek • Predator
Boots By: Pro Line • Ranger

Wood’n Trail • Servus • Winchester • Lacrosse
Camo Clothing: Yukon

Wood’N Trail • Frogg Togg
Russell Outdoors • Big Bill
Game Check Station

242 South Kanahwa St.
BUCKHANNON, WV

304-460-2317

8AM to 8PM
Mon Tue Thu Fri Sat

8am to 5pm
Wed

Closed Sunday

ANDERSON OUTDOORS
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NEW 2013 Boats
In Stock Now

Great Outdoors Marine
I-64 Exit 8 - 4 Miles South

HUNTINGTON,WV
(304) 525-4556

www.thegreatoutdoorsmarine.com

Jonathan Kimble, 24 from Franklin, was on a family bear hunt when he 
downed this treed black bear.  He got in a bit of trouble with the WVU 
Athletic Dept. for using his Mountaineer Mascot muzzleloader.  Shucks!  I 
saw the video online and Jonathan yelled “Let’s Go Mountaineers” when 
it hit the gorund.  Congratulations on a fine family hunt.

Earl Bennett, from Williamstown, 
brought in a great 10 point buck.

Chuck Everson, from Belington, 
shot a long tined 10 point buck.
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NEW Gun Room

RT. 33 East
Just Before The 4 Lane
ELKINS, WV
304-636-5569

Cold Beer
Beverages

Snack Items
Hot Dogs

Hamburgers
Pepperoni Rolls

Discount Tobacco

“NEW Giant Selection Of Fishing Tackle In Stock”
PSE & MARTIN Bows • Expert Bow Tuning • Ammo
Rage - Muzzy - Boss - Wasp - Carhart - Scentbloc

Custom Arrows & Fletching - Moultrie Deer Feeders
Georgia Boots - Tree Stands - Dog Supplies - Trapping

LIVE BAIT
Minnows • Wax Worms
Night Crawlers & More

5AM to 9PM
7 Days A Week

Fishing Rods & Reels
Tackle - Trout Baits - Custom Flies
Nitro • Mike’s • Joe’s Flies • Berkley

ROCK
CAVE 
IGA

Intersection of
Rt. 4 & 20

Rock Cave, WV
924-5296
Groceries

Fresh Meat & Produce
Propane  Exchange

 

All Hunters & Fishermen
Check Us Out

Open Mon - Sat 8am to 8pm  Sun Noon to 5PM

Beverages & Snacks

North Mountain Vacation Rentals
Located Off Rt.28/55 on Smokehole Rd.

                     Near CABINS, WV
                   304-257-5411
                   866-999-2892

www.northmountainrentals.com

                     Near CABINS, WV
                   
                   866-999-2892

www.northmountainrentals.comwww.northmountainrentals.com

Hunters and
Fishermen 
Welcome.

22 North Locust Street

Buckhannon, WV 
26201

(304) 472-4100

Trevor Smith bagged a big black 
bear.  Photo courtesy of Middle Moun-
tain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

Joe Pisone shot a nice 10 point. 

Travis Hanshaw went to Nicholas 
County for this 10 point - 162 5/8.



CARDINAL
PAWNBROKERS • SPORTING GOODS

1221 S. EISENHOWER DRIVE
B E C K L E Y,  W V
304-253-7357

“Get Ready For Hunting Season With Our Large Selections”

  Archer y  Pro  Shop

Bow Tuning • Custom Arrows • Accessories

MORRELL Targets
Parker • Carbon Express

Stryker Crossbows
• Guns  •  Ammo  • Scopes

• Fishing Tackle  

“We Trade Guns”

Mathews  Bowtech  Parker  
Diamond  Mission G5 Prime

Indoor Test
Shooting Range
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Stephan Halstead used a bow for 
this 7 point buck.  Photo courtesy of 
Cardinal Pawnbrokers in Beckley.

This young lady arrowed a fine 
buck.  Photo courtesy of Jason’s Country 
Corner in Saulsville.

NATURE’S REFLECTION 
TAXIDERMY

“Making Memories 
Last A Lifetime”

304-250-5093
304-877-7062

North American • African • European • Exotics
Lifesize • Pedestals • Euro • Fish • Reproductions

* By Appointment Only BRADLEY, WV

David Fketcher used a bow for this 
buck - his 1st.  Photo courtesy of Car-
dinal Pawnbrokers in Beckley.

Brian Dickenson shot a nice 8 
point.  Photo courtesy of PC Bait & 
Tackle in Hinton.

Becky Stalnaker shot a 7 point 
buck.  Photo courtesy of Crossroads 
General Store near Newark.
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235 Haven Lane, Roanoke, WV  26447 
 phone:  304-269-3459 or 866-652-3379 

email:  info@hillbillyhavenwv.com 
website:  www.hillbillyhavenwv.com 

First-class vacation cabins conveniently 
located one mile off Interstate 79, Exit 91, 
one mile south on US 19 toward lake 

Call or visit website for rates, additional 
information, and policies.  A 50% deposit is 
required for reservations.  Major credit 
cards are accepted. 

Situated on 50 wooded acres in beautiful Central West Virginia, just  
two minutes from Stonewall Jackson Lake and Stonewall Resort 

Hi l l b i l l y  Haven  Log  Ca b in  Ren ta l s 

 Recently built log cabins are exceptionally 
clean and beautifully decorated to be your 
home away from home 

 Private, romantic, remote, peaceful and 
safe environment 

 Honeymoon cabins with hot tub sleep two 
 Four person cabins have full bed 

downstairs and two twin beds in loft 
 Six person cabins have king or queen bed 

and two full beds, whirlpool tub or hot tub, 
dishwasher, and washer and dryer 

 Eight person cabins have four bedrooms, 
two baths, and an eight person hot tub 

 Accessible cabin available 
 Fully equipped kitchen with dishes, 

cookware, refrigerator, microwave, 
toaster, and coffee maker 

 Satellite tv and dvd player 
 Gas log fireplace and air conditioning 
 Full bath with shower  
 Linens and other amenities provided 
 Picnic table, fire ring, gas grill, stocked 

ponds, playground, and horseshoe pits 
 Convenience store onsite with gift shop, WV 

souvenirs, and many unique hillbilly gifts  
 Open 365 days a year 
 Stonewall Resort with fine restaurants and 

Arnold Palmer Signature Golf Course, and 
2,650 acre Stonewall 
Jackson Lake with 
all types of water 
recreation, fishing, 
and hunting, just 
two minutes away 

and Country Store

Past The Stonewall Jackson Dam Entrance
1 1/2  Miles On The Right

Broken Wheel Campground
Fishing & Hunting

Supplies

304-269-6097

Gifts - Game Room - Playground
Nightly & Monthly Rates
Boat & Camper Storage

LIVE BAIT

I-79  Exit 96
Weston, WV

Ricky Conner arrowed a 7 point.

        
                         
                              

                        
                       







 



 

       

Game
Checking
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Complete Convenience Store • Beer • Beverages
Hot Dogs • Snacks & More

“Where You Get Great In-Town Service...Out Of Town”

GAME CHECKING
 ROBERTS RIDGE RD. OFF RT. 2

MOUNDSVILLE, WV

HOLMES MARKET 304-845-0502
Deer Guns Are Not

Bear Guns

On Rt. 33 East
Childers Run Road

Buckhannon, WV

ZZ's Truck
Accessories

Pickup - Van - SUV
Accessories

304-472-6445

Accessory
Painting

And Installation

Revelle’s Family 
& Shavers Fork
Campgrounds 

U.S. Rt 33  9 Miles East Of

  ELKINS, WV
     Pool At Shavers Fork Campground

   Stocked Trout Fishing Stream
             Cottages & Cabins

350 Camp
Sites

For Reservations:

304-636-0023
1-877-988-2267

P.O. Box 96
Bowden, WV

26254  

Stutler’s
Furs, Hides, Roots & Herbs

(304) 354-9038

3047 Little Creek Rd.

CRESTON, WV

Call For
Current Prices

Randy Yonkins got his 1st buck.  
Photo courtesy of Jarrett’s Bait in Eliza-
beth.

continue to the next page

Wanda Bartlett shot her 1st black 
bear - 175.  Photo courtesy of Middle 
Mountain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

   I do not know that I have had 
many interesting experiences, un-
less you include bear hunting on 
the list.” --Theodore Roosevelt
  It looked like a big black basket-
ball gliding along the tops of the 
high goldenrod that grew in this 
abandoned log landing. But as it 
emerged into the edge of the woods, 
there formed like an apparition a 
large black body under the giant 
head. There was no clue to alert the 
bear that I was there and aiming a 
rifle at him, but when he turned to 
look at me, his eyes said he knew. 
I saw the muscles in his shoulder 
bunch to flee just as I pulled the 
trigger. Then, faster than I thought 
possible, he was gone.
  I waited a few minutes for my 
eyes to adjust to the dim light be-
fore starting to track him. The trail 
soon led to a sharp drop - off, and 
as I crept up to that bank, intent on 
the land beyond, I almost stepped 
on him. He was just over the lip, 
facing back, watching for me.
  I have shot many bears since then, 
but none larger, and I often wonder 
if he was lying in ambush and sim-
ply died before I got there. There 
is no way to know, of course, but 
regardless, I was glad I was using 

enough gun that night. The shot 
was far from perfect, hitting his 
liver. I question, might he still have 
been alive when I found him if I 
had been using a lesser cartridge 
than that 7mm Mag.?
Deer Guns Are Not Bear Guns
  It is often said that any gun that 
works for deer is fine for bears. 
Don’t you believe it. It takes a 
lot more gun to reliably kill black 

bears than it does to kill white - 
tailed deer. Bears are a lot different 
from deer, with thicker hides, big-
ger bones, bulkier muscles and an 
inherent toughness that deer sim-
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Dave Pierson arrowed a good 
buck.  Photo courtesy of Uncle Tom’s in 
Oceana.

Roscoe Hyre has a nice buck.  Photo 
courtesy of Anderson OUtdoors in Buck-
hannon.

ply don’t possess. When a deer is 
hurt, it’s a sure bet that he will lie 
down before too long. A bear takes 
off with a destination in mind; he 
will either get to that place or die 
trying. I have tracked dozens of 
wounded bears, and those I have 
found have either been dead or in 
a damn good hiding place. I have 
never found one still alive that was 
bedded in the open.
  Certainly, many calibers will kill 
bears, but that doesn’t necessarily 
make them good bear guns. A bear 
gun should remove any doubt; it 
should not simply be adequate but 

should be as suited for the worst - 
case scenario as it is for the best. 
With bears, that can involve a lot of 
factors, not the least of which is the 
bear himself. I have weighed a lot 
of black bears, and most are a lot 
smaller than people think. The ma-
jority of the 500 - pound bears you 
hear about never get near a scale. If 
there is a critter that is harder to drag 
than a black bear, it has escaped 
my notice. They pull like they are 
extracting one last revenge, and a 
bear will make you earn every foot 
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Colonial Hotel - Motel
Hunters & Fishermen

Welcome
TV & AC                      Free Parking
                                  Center of City304-472-3000

Dalton Cutright, owner

24 N. Kanawha St.
Buckhannon, WV 26201

Gary Acord’s buck has points ev-
erywhere.  Photo courtesy of Uncle 
Tom’s in Oceanna.

www.wvasportsman.net
           FREE Online

you gain toward the truck. At the 
end, they all are 500 pounds to the 
guys that pulled them out.
  Sure, some places consistently 
produce larger averages, but the 
truth is that the majority of the 
black bears shot are less than 250 
pounds after field dressing. Most 
are under 200 pounds. The wild 
card is the bear that can show up 
no matter where you are hunting 
that does weigh an honest 350 or 
even 500 pounds. Those are a com-
pletely different critter, and if you 
plan your cartridge choice around 
the mythical “average” bear, you 
might be in for a sad surprise if you 
run into one of these big bruins.
Consider How You’ll Be Hunting
   Another big factor is hunting 
style. Hunting over bait or with 
hounds will give you much closer 
shots than spot - and - stalk or hunt-
ing crop fields. This is a consider-

Philip Lantz brought in a buck.  
Photo courtesy of Anderson OUtdoors in 
Buckhannon.

ation in cartridge selection. For 
example, I favor a handloaded .45 
- 70 Gov. for bait hunting. Its big, 
heavy bullet is a bear thumper that 
puts them down with authority. But 
it would be a poor choice for a spot 
- and - stalk hunt where the shots 
may be 200 yards or more; a .300 
or .338 Win. Mag. might be a better 
choice.
  But remember too that anything 
the .300 or .338 Win. Mag. can do 
at long range it can do even better 
up close. So there is no real down-
side from a ballistic standpoint to 
using these cartridges for any bear 
hunt; a 250 - grain bullet from a 
.338 Win. Mag. is even more dead-
ly on close bears over bait than it is 
on those long shots.
  The consideration may be in the 
rifles chambered. A 9 1/2 - pound 
magnum with a 26 - inch barrel is 
a gun you will hate personally after 
lugging it for a few grueling days 

spent chasing hounds. It would be 
far better to carry a slick little iron - 
sighted carbine chambered for .356 
Win., .444 Marlin or .45 - 70 Gov. 
and weighing only 6 1/2 pounds.
  In places where calling bears is 
a common hunting tactic it is said 
that the bears often come in very 
aggressively. This is a different 
bear than one that may be placidly 
feeding, and it sometimes takes a 
lot of killing with these pumped - 
up beasts. It’s no place to fool with 
marginal calibers, and the people 
who hunt this way favor big guns 
with quality bullets.

continue to the next page
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Jennifer Paynter arrowed a nice 
buck.  Photo courtesy of Uncle Tom’s in 
Oceanna.

Open 10 -6 Wed to Fri
9 to 1 Sat

James Ray shot a great buck.  Photo 
courtesy of Holbert’s Store in Big Bend.

The Question of Caliber
  Any bear you shoot should have 
a hole on both sides. Forget that 
nonsense about leaving the bullet 
in the bear and expending all its 
energy. You need an exit hole for 
lots of reasons, but the primary one 
is because bears are notoriously 
hard to track. Their feet are wide, 
flat and soft, so they will leave few 
followable tracks on most ground. 
Their hair soaks up a lot of blood, 
and bullet holes are quick to plug 
up with fat and tissue. The best 

insurance is to use a large enough 
cartridge with a high - quality bul-
let that is on the heavy side for the 
caliber so that it will exit, leaving 
a large enough hole for a decent 
blood trail.
  While I have killed several bears 
with handguns, we are talking rifle 
cartridges here and I see little rea-
son to use a handgun cartridge in a 
rifle for hunting bears. Certainly, a 
.44 Rem. Mag. will do the job on 
a close - range bear, and I have a 
custom - chambered H&R single - 
shot in .445 Super Mag. that would 
be deadly, but it remains that there 
are far better choices in rifle car-
tridges. I would say the same about 
cartridges in the class of the .30 - 
30 Win. That it has killed a lot of 
bears is undeniable, but I would 
not include it on a list of good bear 
guns.
  The .243 Win. is too light, and 
in my experience, so is the 7mm 
- 08 Rem. In theory, these calibers 
should make decent bear guns, but 
the bears I have seen shot with them 
have left me less than impressed. 
The .260 Rem. is in the same class. 

The .308 Win. can do the job, but 
it’s still a shadow of a .30 - 06 if 
they are loaded to equal pressures.
  Long - action cartridges, starting 
with the .270 Win., using quality 
150 - grain bullets, are decent bear 
guns. Moving up to the .280 Rem., 
a 160 - grain bullet does the trick, 
and for the .30 - 06, it’s hard to beat 
the 180 - grainers. If there is one 
truly great bear cartridge in this 
family, it’s the .35 Whelen.
  Springfield rifles will blow up if 
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Chip Groves used a bow for this 
Wood Co. buck.  Photo courtesy of 
Crooked Creek Archery in Williamstown.

buck with a bow and arrow during 
the archery season, which began 
Oct. 1. When confronted with the 
evidence of the bullet, the youth al-
legedly admitted to have been par-
ticipating in Youth Hunting Day, 
Oct. 29, when he took the buck 
with his 30/30 rifle from a tree 
stand. Only antlerless deer may 
be taken legally with a rifle during 
Youth Hunting Day. He also alleg-
edly admitted to checking the deer 
in as a bow kill before taking it to 

the taxidermist for mounting.
   The juvenile was cited for the 
following violations: killing deer 
during closed season, illegal pos-
session of wildlife, and improper 
checking of game.  Examination of 
the deer head/neck determined it to 
be a 10-point with an antler spread 

of 15 inches. The replacement 
fee for a trophy buck of this size 
is $1,000. The case is pending in 
Harrison County Magistrate Court, 
where he may face additional fines 
and court costs.    
  All suspects are innocent until 
proven guilty in a court of law.

Keith Lawrence arrowed this wide 
racked buck.  Photo courtesy of Bow-
Listic Archery in Chelyan.
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In Business

GAME CHECKING
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Chris Hall, from Hico, used an ar-
row on this nice black bear.

diots put ammo in them that they 
shouldn’t. This may be a justifiable 
fear. In a modern gun, though, a 
good handload, or one of the semi - 
custom loads on the market, makes 
the .45 - 70 Gov. a bad - dude bear 
gun. My favorite handload uses a 
Speer 400 - grain flat - nosed bullet 
at almost 1,800 fps.
  Any belted magnum, .270 or larg-
er, will be bad news for bears. The 
best include the 7mms, Remington 
or Weatherby, with 160 - to 175 - 
grain bullets and any of the .300 
magnums with 180 - or 200 - grain 
bullets. The .338 Win. Mag. and 
.340 Wthby Mag. shine with 225 
- or 250 - grain bullets. Some hunt-
ers will argue that these are more 
gun than is really needed, but on 
the other hand, they are great insur-
ance. That might also be said about 
the .375 H&H Mag.; it’s more gun 
than needed, but rest assured, you 
can’t kill a bear too dead.

www.wvasportsman.net
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It's Always
Hunting Season
✫✫✫ At  ✫✫✫

DALE RAY
HUNTING PRESERVE

WILD BOAR
     Exotic Sheep * Goats
   Sika Deer * Fallow Deer
    Mule Deer/Antelope In Wyoming

Whitetail Hunts In
Season With Bow Or Gun

Tom Belville
2228 Co Rd 66

Proctorville, OH
45669

(740) 886-7060

Just Off U.S. Rt. 50
Near Mountwood Park

Deerwalk, WV

304-679-3502

Large Fish & Game Pictures Wanted

WVS
P.O. Box 5521
Vienna, WV

26105

Name_______________________________________

Address_____________________________________

City________________________________________

State_____________________ Zip_______________

Fish______________________ Pound______ Oz____

Game_______________  Bow __  Gun__  Points_____Photos Will Be Returned

Send Photo To:

Look Up - Down - Across - Diagonally

We are looking for citation fish &
game animal pictures from 2012.

E-mail  wvasport@gmail.com
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West Virginia
Hunting and Fishing Show

Charleston  Civic Center

January 18 - 20 
Friday 12 Noon to 9 PM
Saturday 9 AM to 9 PM
Sunday 9 AM to 5 PM

Adult Admission $8.00
Children 6 - 12 $1.00  Under 6 FREE

West Virginia Whitetail Hall of Fame
Auction - 5 PM Saturday

West Virginia Whitetail Hall of Fame
Auction - 5 PM Saturday

26th
Annual


